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From the #1
by Phil Lubik, P’14

Alpha Rho is strong. We’ve just 
completed a very successful year 

in which once again, Chi Psi was the 
highest fundraising fraternity at Dance 
Marathon; ran a very popular 5K race 
that benefited Embrace Kids; attained 
a 4-star rating winning five Achieve-
ment Awards through Rutgers’ OFSA 
(Office of Fraternity and Sorority 
Affairs) and we were a 2012 Thayer 
finalist. Alpha Rho won The Thayer 
Trophy in 2007 and 2009 and has been 
a Thayer finalist for five out of the 
past six years. Stepping into the posi-
tion as #1, the Fraternity and I inher-
ited an outstanding position within the 
community – but I know we can strive 
for more.

At the crux of it all, Chi Psi is in the 
business of building better men. 

Our organization does not exist for 
mere superficial 
reasons. There is 
a quote around 
Alpha Rho that, 
“Rutgers gives 
you a degree but 
Chi Psi gives you 
an education.” 
We seek to give 
all our Broth-
ers the ability 
to learn the life 
skills that you are 
not able to get in 
the classroom.

From the #2
by Awais Hashmi, P’14

114 College Avenue, “Rutgers’ 
Finest Address.” For the vast 

majority of New Brunswick residents, 
is perhaps an ominous, mysterious 
– but definitely a majestic edifice – 
which has been around for 126 years. 
For the Brothers of Chi Psi however, 
The Lodge represents much more. It 
is where we live. It is where we eat. 
It is where we socialize, study, learn 
and grow. Our minds are challenged 
here and emotions are tested. We 
go through the worst of times, and 
the best of times, all at this estab-
lishment. For outsiders, The Lodge 
is merely just another building on a 
college campus. As a first-year Brother 
myself, I was unaware of the signifi-
cance of The Lodge. Walking past it 
on a daily basis, I assumed the build-
ing was for administrative purposes. 
“Perhaps a Dean sits in this building?” 

I would think 
to myself, “or 
maybe it is a 
library?” It was 
not until second 
semester that 
Brother Benja-
min Gold, P ’13, 
invited me over 
for a barbeque, 
that I realized 
what The Lodge 
truly was. From 
that point on, 

the doors had been 
opened for The Lodge for me.
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Brothers at The Lodge of Alpha Rho
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“#1” Continued from Page 1
Brendan McCartney, P ’13, took on the initia-
tive of the Agora. Now, what exactly is an 
Agora? An Agora, in ancient Greece, was a 
public open space used for assemblies and 
markets. In ancient Greece, agoras could be 
used to hold auctions, set up markets and 
serve as meeting grounds for large masses of 
the community. This is exactly what Brother 
McCartney had in mind when the idea was 
proposed in the Fall of 2012. To begin these 
Agoras, Alpha Rho Lodgers first reached out 
to the Greek communities and invited sisters 
from various sororities. In an elegant dinner 
setting, the Alpha Rho Brothers enjoyed a 
wonderful 3-course dinner with Sisters from 
Delta Gamma, Sigma Kappa and Gamma Phi 
Beta. Such an event allowed the Brothers to 
share with others our important Alpha Rho 
tradition of formal dinners.

In the Spring of 2013, an informal commit-
tee was formed that would be in charge of 
organizing Agoras every semester. With the 
help of Brother McCartney, Brother Anthony 
Rodriguez, P ’15, organized his first Agora 
with the intent of inviting parents and raising 
awareness for Embrace Kids Foundation – 
Alpha Rho’s philanthropy. On February 22nd, 
the Agora was held, with over 20 parents 
attending and representatives of the Em-
brace Kids Foundation. Going forward, there 
are two more Agoras planned this semester, 
the second focusing once again on the Greek 
Community, and the third which will allow 
Brothers to dine with their Rutgers 
professors.

Such an initiative by the Brothers will allow 
Chi Psi to increase its presence on the New 
Brunswick campus. This is beneficial in all as-
pects – relationships between Alpha Rho and 
other Greek organizations are strengthened, 
professors and Brothers can form personal 
relationships outside the classroom and the 
Alpha can assist local charities and 
philanthropic organizations.

Goodwill is surely to follow as well. If any 
Alpha Rho alumni would like to participate in 
these Agoras, or even join the Brotherhood 
for traditional formal dinners, please
contact me at awaishashmi@live.com. We 
would love to have your company one of 
these nights!

Although we have come off a strong 
year on paper, I’m confident that we 

can always do better. At the beginning of 
this semester, I challenged our Brothers 
to remember why they joined, what they 
were looking for in Chi Psi, and to take 
the next step to achieve that goal. Since 
then we have had Brothers step forward 
and organize dinners to raise money, foster 
Greek relations, and improve academic 
life on campus. We also have Brothers who 
are striving to make more of an impact on 
Dance Marathon than ever before. There 
are many Brothers reaching out in the 
Rutgers community and reaching within 
the Brotherhood itself. I personally look 
forward to all that they will be able to 
achieve in the coming year.

Personally, I’m striving to accomplish a 
more mundane role: documentation and 
transparency are two key areas that I want 
to improve during my time here. All too 
often we accomplish a lot and get a lot of 
work done but never are able to organize 
and document it in the right way so that 
we can use it for the coming years. From 
finances, meeting minutes, our history, 
and our legal documents – I have made it 
my goal to create a system that could be 
passed on to the next generation that will 
encapsulate all that we do and hold every-
one accountable. Through this, I believe 
that if everyone has access and knows all 
of the structure and things that go on at 
The Lodge, we will have more Brothers 
willing to participate in all that we do.

Although I’m still learning all that the 
position of the #1 entails, I believe that 
the sky is the limit! With each Pledge Class 
that is initiated, we only seem to become 
a stronger Brotherhood. This semester we 
have a lot on our plates and there will only 
be bigger dreams for the summer and fall. 
I have a lot of faith in the Brotherhood of 
Alpha Rho and look forward to the rest of 
my tenure as #1.

In an effort to open our door to the rest of 
the Rutgers community as well, and not 

limit it to Brothers and Rushees, Brother 

“#2” Continued from Page 1



        Rho Boat Spring 2013                                                                                                Page 3

I have to admit, before actually attending 
the NERC that I was not excited. I thought it 
was going to be just another repetitive, but 
necessary, program conducted by National.
I was wrong.

When we arrived, Yaniv and I began to talk 
to our Brothers from Alpha Xi at Stevens and 
Alpha Beta Delta at Lehigh. What I realized 
was just that, we are all Brothers. No matter 
where you are, no matter what college you 
attend, and no matter what group of guys you 
pledged with, if you are a Chi Psi, you are a 
Chi Psi for life. We are all Brothers!

The day turned out to be a positive and 
powerful experience. The guys from Alpha Xi 
are mostly engineers and the guys from Alpha 
Beta Delta are mostly Division 1 football play-
ers. These are two different types of people 
that may not interact in a normal college 
setting, but on this day, differences did not 
matter. Where you come from does not mat-
ter because we all share one common inter-
est: the love for our Fraternity, the love for 
purple and gold, and the love for each and 
every single one of our Brothers. This is what 
makes our fraternity and our silver Bonds as 
Chi Psis so special.

Chi Psi’s Ever
by Anthony Rodriguez, #33, P ’15

Coming into my first Pledge meeting back 
in February 2012, I had no idea what to 

expect. The next eight weeks would change 
my life forever.

The night of February 9th, 2012 would be 
the beginning of a journey taken by 11 
young men. I entered the Chibrary that 
night, pulled out a chair and took a seat at 
the table. That was when I heard something 
very powerful, something that I will not 
soon forget.

“Look around the room,” our Pledge Educa-
tor Brendan McCartney said, “the people 
sitting at this table will become some of 
your best friends. The Bonds that you will 
make over the next eight weeks will last 
your entire life.”

After hearing those words, I glanced around 
the room at each of the young men accom-
panying me at that table. “Yeah right,” 
I thought.

This year on Saturday, February 23rd I woke 
up at six in the morning with one of my 
Pledge Brothers, Yaniv Sofer. It has been 
over a year since we started pledging, and 
now Yaniv and I hold positions on the Execu-
tive Committee (he is the #5, Sergeant-at-
Arms, and I am the Recruitment Chair). That 
day we were heading to the Chi Psi North-
east Regional Conference (NERC) held at 
Alpha Pi, our founding Alpha at Union 
College in Schnectady.

What Brendan had told us the night of our 
first Pledge meeting turned out to be entire-
ly true! On that Saturday I realized that it is 
not only the men in your Pledge Class, but 
every Brother at Alpha Rho that will be part 
of your life – throughout your life.

From top to bottom: Spring 2010 and Fall 2010 
pledge classes
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A Different Look
by Jeris Abuhouran, P ‘15

It all began a couple of years ago when 
I was a junior in high school amidst the 

chaos of my college search. Overwhelmed 
by the whole process, I naturally went to 
Zaid, my big brother for guidance. During 
one of our talks, he brought up the subject 
of his fraternity, Chi Psi. The passion in his 
voice as he told me about the profound 
impact it had on him, sparked my interest 
in Greek life. Today as I sit here as a newly-
initiated Alpha Rho Brother, I could not be 
any more proud to call Chi Psi Fraternity 
my beloved home.

In the short time that I have been a Broth-
er, I have learned an immense amount 
about the “intangibles” that are so im-
portant to us in Chi Psi. The virtue that I 
believe is most important to a Brother at 
Chi Psi is self-sacrifice. In the busy life of 
a college student, we often find ourselves 
overwhelmed by demanding schedules, that 
sometimes it even seems impossible to find 
time for sleep! Over time, I have learned 
that the saying, “Chi Psi is only how much 
you put into it,” which my pledge educator, 
Brendan McCartney, constantly repeated 
throughout the pledge process, could not 
be any closer to the truth. Attempting to 
keep Chi Psi a priority in my life and sac-
rificing valuable time in my schedule, has 
rewarded me in countless ways. I am grate-
ful and honored for every moment I spend 
with my Brothers.

Ever since I was introduced to the Brothers 
and took my first steps in learning what it 
means to be a “Chi Psi gentleman” during 
pledge education, I have never stopped 
growing. I have slowly developed deep 
Bonds with my Brothers that are more pow-
erful and meaningful than almost any of 
the other friendships I have had throughout 
my life. I am challenged, inspired, motivat-
ed and humbled by every one of my Broth-
ers in a unique way. I would lay down my 
life for any one of my Brothers in a heart-
beat. As I reflect back to the past and look 
forward, I cannot help but anticipate what 
blessings Chi Psi will bestow upon me.

Extended Family
by John Reinhardt, #34, P ‘14

Chi Psi gained a new part of our family this 
year and no, I’m not talking about a new 

Pledge Brother. This past fall semester we 
were welcomed with Teddy, our third RU4Kid 
in as many years. 

The Rutgers Dance Marathon pairs us up with 
a family from the Embrace Kids Foundation 
and as a Fraternity we visit the family in the 
clinic and hospital. Sometimes it is very dif-
ficult for the families not to have anyone to 
support them when they go for treatments, 
but we do everything we can to support and 
accompany them. These families become 
part of our family – our Chi Psi family. Broth-
ers love to go see Teddy because we watch 
hilarious videos and play video games with 
him. These simple activities put a huge smile 
on our RU4Kids’ faces as well as their fami-
lies. This helps our kids to not think about 
their next shot or the next test that has to 
be administered, or even their dreary hospi-
tal food – but instead with Chi Psis with him, 
we let him feel like a kid again while being 
surrounded by doctors and nurses. 

We love to have these families in our lives 
and I know they love having us, too! These 
kids really grow on you and teach you a lot 
about yourself.  If anything was to go wrong 
with our RU4Kid we would band together as 
Brothers to do whatever we can for Teddy 
and his family – because that is what our Chi 
Psi family is all about. 

Brothers Reinhardt and Velella with our RU4Kids
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Fall 2012
by Brendan McCartney, P ‘13

Alpha Rho’s Fall 2012 Pledge Class is 
dynamic. Their personalities vary, their 

achievements are grand – and once com-
bined, they formed a group that values 
academics and friendship. Though they 
were, at first, confounded by the immen-
sity of Chi Psi, they were patient in their 
questioning. They let Chi Psi find them. 
The following ranks the strong and suc-
cessful Fall 2012 Pledge Class of Alpha Rho 
of Chi Psi: 
 Standing tall at number one, Wil-
liam John James Owen, P ‘14, demon-
strated strong leadership qualities and 
academic excellence. Often, Will, adher-
ing to his patient demeanor, would instill 
ideas of selflessness and compassion into 
his Pledge Brothers. In his spare time, 
Will is a member of Rutgers GlobeMed and 
enjoys fishing and weightlifting. Will is ma-
joring in Exercise Science & Sport Studies. 
 Patrick Shay Cody, P ‘15, is consci-
entious, diligent and stern. Pat motivated 
his Pledge Class, always texting, calling 
and informing his Pledge Brothers of meet-
ings and clean-ups. Some would call him 
the rock of Fall 2012. Currently Pat is the 
Lodge Manager for Alpha Rho. His favorite 
memory was when all the Brothers stayed 
at The Lodge throughout the week of 
Hurricane Sandy. Pat is majoring in Politi-
cal Science. 
 Kevin Patrick Moser, P ‘16, carries 
himself exceptionally well, always ready 
to be a good friend. He, similar to some of 
his Pledge Brothers, wears his heart on his 
sleeve. Kevin came to Chi Psi early before 
his pledging period, finding The Lodge to 

be a place of warmth and growth. His favor-
ite memory from pledging was the Pledge 
retreat, in which he discovered the mean-
ing of true friendship. Kevin is majoring in 
Dietetics.
 James Felix Biron Perucho, P ‘14, is 
a modern collegiate renaissance man. James 
had the challenge of balancing his involve-
ment with several organizations on campus 
and his research on exercise as a form of 
treatment for mental health issues.  James 
scheduled his time accordingly and found a 
home at Alpha Rho. In his spare time, James 
loves to cook and make culinary experimen-
tations. James is majoring in Exercise 
Science & Sport Studies and Biology.  
 Warm-hearted and truly endearing, 
Frank Anthony Malzone, P ‘15, was a great 
friend and mentor for his Pledge Brothers 
throughout the Pledge process. While balanc-
ing his time working at Chilis, studying for 
school and pledging Chi Psi, Frank was able 
to establish himself at The Lodge. Currently, 
Frank is the Alpha Rho Historian. In his spare 
time, Frank enjoys singing, photography and 
spending time with friends. Frank is majoring 
in Psychology. 
 Alvin Zhang, P ‘15, is an extremely 
bright student and capable individual. 
Throughout pledging, Alvin always questioned 
and inquired into the meanings of Chi Psi. 
With sufficient guidance from his big Brother, 
Jon Wong, P ‘13, Alvin obtained all that the 
Pledge process has to offer. Alvin is a mem-
ber of the Rutgers Actuary Club. His favorite 
memory from pledging was getting to know 
his Pledge Brothers on the Pledge retreat.
Alvin is majoring in Mathematics and 
Economics. 
 Extremely bright with a lot of po-
tential, Thomas Wood Thompson, P ‘14, 
is a profound thinker, always demonstrating 
his devotion towards commitment. Early in 
pledging Tom was weighing the seriousness 

Brothers of 
the Fall 2012 
Pledge Class
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and potency of Chi Psi values, and upon 
reaching the final week in pledging, Tom 
was ready and has proven that once he 
commits to something, he devotes all his 
time and passion to it. In his spare time, 
Tom enjoys fishing, video games and biking. 
Tom is majoring in Mechanical Engineering.  
 
 Justin Thomas Harnett, P ‘15, is 
an aspiring leader, humble in speech and 
strong in performance. Justin spent the 
previous summer as a Rutgers Orientation 
Leader and is working at a Johnson & 
Johnson Co-Op this spring. In his spare 
time, Justin enjoys reading sports statistics 
and getting to know more and more about 
his Brothers at Alpha Rho.  Justin is major-
ing in Supply Chain Management.

 Conor Thomas Cahill, P ‘14, is al-
ways looking for a good time. He constantly 
provided fun for all his fellow Pledge Broth-
ers. But do not let this fool you:  Conor is 
devoted to his Army ROTC commitments 
and to Chi Psi. His favorite memory from 
pledging was sitting by the fire during his 
Pledge retreat.  Conor is majoring in Civil 
Engineering.  

 Jeremy Nuñez, P ‘14, is a very 
hard-working individual. Occasionally, 
there are Pledge Brothers who already have 
heavy commitments in the community and 
must think about Chi Psi beyond pledging. 
That is exactly what Jeremy did. Due to his 
conscientious presence, Jeremy found the 
time to immerse himself into Lodge daily 
life.  In his spare time, Jeremy is a Direc-
tor of Staff at Philadelphia Model United 
Nations and enjoys learning new languages.  
Jeremy is majoring in Economics and 
Political Science.  

 In every Pledge Class, there seems 
to be one person that everybody loves to 
joke around with and for the Fall of 2012, 
that person was Jonathan Peter Eckstein, 
P ‘14. His entrepreneurial outlook and con-
tagious personality has established himself 
amongst his peers. In his spare time, Jon 
enjoys playing basketball and boasting of 
his ability to dunk. Jon is majoring in Psy-
chology and minoring in Entrepreneurship. 
 

 Jeris Adham Abuhouran, P ‘15, is one 
of the few people in this world that are genu-
ine and caring. After overcoming hardships 
in his life, Jeris has come to learn the simple 
meanings of life, and so it was easy for Jeris 
whose elder brother is Zaid Abuhouran, P 
‘12, to possess the values of Chi Psi. Amongst 
his Pledge Class, Jeris stood as a unifier and 
leader. In his spare time Jeris is a member of 
the Rutgers Rugby Football Club and a Mo-
rale Captain for the Rutgers University Dance 
Marathon. Jeris is majoring in Exercise 
Science & Sport Studies. 

 Abhinav Venkata Damaraju, P ‘14, 
demonstrated high performance with the 
Pledge project. His outgoing personality and 
engineering background was vital for the 
progress of Fall 2012. In his spare time, Abhi 
is a successful violinist and a member of En-
gineers Without Borders. His favorite memory 
was the Pledge retreat. Abhi is majoring in 
Biomedical Engineering and minoring in 
Mathematics. 

 Witty, creative and endearing, Agosti-
no John Barletta, P ‘15, rounded out the Fall 
2012 Pledge Class.  AJ is very conscious of the 
decisions in his life, and therefore decided to 
pledge Chi Psi for all the right reasons. In his 
spare time, AJ is a member of Phi Beta Lamb-
da and enjoys playing soccer. AJ is majoring in 
Accounting.

Brothers of the Fall 2012 Pledge Class
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Recent Graduates 

by Benjamin Gold, P ‘13

Brothers are in rank order.

Michael Bignell – majored in Biomedical 
Engineering.  He is still interviewing and 
applying and hopes to find a position in the 
Biomedical field.
yungmizzo51@gmail.com
(732) 322-9258

Benjamin Gold – graduating cum laude in 
History and Philosophy, moving to Madi-
son, WI to work for Epic Systems, one of 
the largest Healthcare/IT companies in 
the country. His future plans are to get his 
JD/MBA and work in strategy consulting or 
venture capital. 
benjamin.a.gold@gmail.com   
(973) 229-1183 

Jordan Kaplan – majored in Marketing and 
Economics. He was recently offered a job 
by Cintas as a Management Trainee. 
jordanscottkaplan@gmail.com
(908) 907-0144

Sameen Jalal – graduating cum laude in 
Computer Science and member of Cap & 
Skull. He is moving to San Francisco to 
work for Facebook as a Production 
Engineer. Long-term, he wants to build his 
own start-up or found a tech incubator. 
Sameen.jalal@gmail.com
(732) 510-9980

Ricardo Mimbela – majored in Latin Amer-
ica Studies and Political Science. He is a 
former #1. His plans are to travel after 
college through Latin America. His future 
plans are to work for the United Nations or 
other internationally focused NGOs.
ramimbela@yahoo.com
(973) 280-8484

Jon Wong – graduating summa cum laude, 
with a perfect 4.0, in Economics and Com-
munications. He is working for Bloomberg 
as a Software Developer and his future 
goals are to work in venture capital.
jwong112157@gmail.com
(908) 510-1633

Robert Tribesch – majored in Criminal Jus-
tice. He is applying to the New Jersey De-
partment of Corrections and long-term wants 
to work for the New Jersey State Police.
njpaintball@gmail.com
(609) 864-1253

Bhavik Gupta – graduating magna cum laude 
in Cell Biology & Neuroscience and Public 
Health. Next year he plans on attending 
medical school and for the next year he will 
be working as a private tutor and an EMT. 
Long-term, he wants to be a cardiologist. 
atomvik@gmail.com
(908) 922-5273

Spiros Zambas – Graduating with a major in 
Physics. He is still interviewing and looking 
for a full-time position.
spyro005@gmail.com
(201)-661-0195

Arber Matai – graduating cum laude in Biol-
ogy and Psychology. He is attending Kansas 
City Medical School and his long-term plans 
are to be an orthopedic surgeon. 
arberm@comcast.com
(973) 768-1791

Michael Gilbert – graduating cum laude in 
Public Health and Communications. He is still 
interviewing and applying and hopes to work 
in the entertainment industry. 
mikeigilb@gmail.com
(732) 713-5635

Kenny Yang – graduating summa cum laude 
in Cell Biology & Neuroscience and Public 
Health. He is going to UMDNJ – Physician’s 
Assistant (PA) Program. Long-term, he is 
interested in serving as a PA in the United 
States Air Force.
kennithy@gmail.com
(732) 762-4776

Amit Bansal – majored in Supply Chain 
Management and Marketing. He is currently 
interviewing and applying. He is hoping to 
work in marketing and his long-term plans 
are to attend business school.
evojdm8@gmail.com
(862) 201-6335

Link to the APAA
http://www.alpharhoalumniassociation.org/


